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The IRS will resume issuing the 500 series balance due notices to taxpayers later 
this month. These notices were paused on May 9 due to COVID-19. 

Although the IRS continued to issue most agency notices, the 500 series were 
suspended temporarily because of a backlog of mail at the IRS due to COVID-19. 
The mail backlog is now caught up enough to account for the timely mailed 
payments. In late October or early November some taxpayers will begin seeing 
the updated 500 series notices with current issuance and payment dates. 

The 500 series of notices are preceded by the letters “CP” and then the notice number.  These are all 
balance due notices and the 500 series goes from 501 through 504.  Thereafter the Letter 1058, or 
LT11 Notice. 
 
With each Letter and Notice an increase in the 500 number the language gets tougher.  The language 
in all of them, even the early ones, can be frightening to most people. 
 
Each letter is issued about 6 weeks apart from the other. 
 
Sometimes the IRS may accelerate these letters based on the taxpayer’s history of delinquency 
and/or compliance issues. 
 
The final letter is the Letter 1058 or LT11 Notice.  After the time is up on that one, the IRS may levy 
financial accounts, wages, and any other financial interests the taxpayer has, without any further 
notice. 
 
It is easy for these to slip by you and time to pass quickly, then find yourself in desperate straits. 
 
It is best to address these as early as possible.  The IRS is willing to work with you if you cannot pay 
the tax debt in full with the use of installment agreements and other settlement options. 
 
See this video for options: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRxdCh08uiY&list=PLvNFYMDIYqZiV5qYHx6BZ4_7i_DYRL_NI&
index=10&t=228s 
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